Student  In   London
1888-1891
IN COMPANY with a Junagadh lawyer, Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi, aged nineteen, sailed from Bombay on September 4, 1888,
reaching Southampton at the end of the month. He carried with
him four letters of introduction to Dr. P. J. Mehta, Mr* Dalpatram
Shukla, the great cricketer Prince Ranjitsinhji, and the most precious
one to Dadabhai Naoroji. Actually the Maharashtrian friend who
gave the note had never known Dadabhai personally. But he thought
it might induce the shy Mohandas to meet the easily accessible
Dadabhai who had recently presided over the second Congress held
at Calcutta in 1886.
On the steamer, young Gandhi wore a black suit. Most of the time
he confined himself to his cabin and being shy he ate food there. He
touched no meat or wine on the journey and his meals consisted only
of sweets and fruits which he had brought with him. Mohandas even
secured a certificate from a fellow passenger that he ate no meat on
the steamer. He stepped ashore in white flannels, the only person
wearing such clothes.
Dr. Mehta, a friend of the Gandhi family, came to sec Mohandas
on the day of his arrival in London at the Victoria Hotel. Gandhi
was intrigued to see his silken top hat and out of curiosity passed his
hand over it in the wrong way and disturbed the fur. Immediately
Dr. Mehta gave him the first lesson in European etiquette: "Do
not touch other people's things. Do not ask questions as we do in
India at first acquaintance; do not talk loudly. Never address
people as 'Sir' whilst speaking to them as we do in India, only
servants and subordinates address their master that way*"
Gandhi found everything around him strange; he would contin-
ually think of his home and country. On the fourth day of his
arrival he shifted from the hotel, which had cost him one pound a
day, to less expensive quarters in a boarding-house, kept by an English